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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/937,808 
Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

OOSTHUIZEN ETAL 



Art Unit 

1731 



I Mark Halpem 

Period for Rep"^"''^^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the cornspondence address 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

■ f^lfl!2?fi^*IL'JirM%Hl^^^ available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication ^yi'iou 

" I Ln ntnoH Tl^i' ^"^'^^ "^y*- ^ ^^P'y '"e ^•a«"«<"y '"'"imum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, the max mum statutoiy period will aoDlv and will exoire Six m\ Mnhniit fiX™ fhTmofn!^ wl.!?. .i' • 

- Failuretoreplywithin,hesetorextendedperiodforreplywill,S^,'^^^^^^^ 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communjcation(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEl This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |SI Claim(s) 20-33 is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 20-33 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 
10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[J accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PT0.892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 ) Acknowledgement is made of preliminary Amendment received 1/28/2002, 
Paper No. 5. Applicants cancel claims 1-19, and offer new claims 20-33, for 
consideration. 



2) This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

3) Cross-reference to related applications should be made on page 1 of the 
Specification. 

4) Figure 3 is neither referred nor identified in the detailed description section. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5) Claims 20-33, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 20, 25, are confusing as written, the claims should be rewritten in a clear 

and concise manner, using proper syntax. 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Claims 21-24, 28, 30-32, should start with the term "The". 
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Art Unit: 1731 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6) Claims 20-22, 25-26, 33, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sutton (4,088,259). Sutton discloses a process and an apparatus 
wherein a rotating apparatus is uses in the manufacture of egg cartons. A foraminous 
vacuum forming mold 54 is rotated into the source 52 of aqueous pulp solution. Suction 
is applied to deposit from the slurry a layer of wet pulp on the open face of mold 54. 
Mold 54 is rotated and press dried against vacuum dried and steam heated mold 56. 
Steam entry and exit vent in mold 56 is shown in Figure 7. The product formed in a 
cavity between molds 54 and 56 is then carried off by mold 56. Mold 56 is rotated and 
the product is then finished and stacked (col. 5, line 37 to col. 7, line 38, and Figure 7). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

7) Claims 23-24, 27-32, would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 
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Art Unit: 1731 

The primary reason for indication of allowable subject matter is that the cited 
prior art does not show: a pulp molding process using a heated fluid medium, wherein 
the heated fluid medium is thermal oil (claims 23-23); a heated transfer die-and- 
pressing tool arrangement wherein a mold is equipped with a secondary fluid passage 
that has an entry into the mold and a vent out of the mold (claims 27-32). 



8) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Halpern whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4522. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, (9:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 703-308-1 164. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7718 
for regular communications and 703-305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0651. 



Conclusion 




Mark Halpern 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 



December 2, 2002 



